The Superpowers and the Middle East
Russian support to Egypt in the crisis came from President
Nasser himself and not from the usual publicity media of the
Soviet Union. It is true that the Soviet Union had pumped a
lot of arms and equipment into the Arab countries, particularly
in Egypt and Syria, before 5 June 19674- and had encouraged
Egypt in its mobilization against Israel till the blockade of fhe
Gulf of Aqaba. But the Russians did not endorse the blockade
of the Gulf, probably because they knew that it would touch
a raw Israeli nerve, and when matters reached a crisis point,
urged Nasser not to provoke a conflict against Israel.43 When
the worst fears of the Russians turned out to be true and the
Israeli army poured across the Sinai, they deserted the Arabs
altogether by endorsing a United Nations call for a cease-fire.
However, it should be noted, as mentioned earlier, that the
alleged false Soviet warning of an impending Israeli attack on
Syria helped to precipitate the six-day war in June 1967; and
once hostilities broke out, the Soviet Union thereafter could
do little to control the forces which she had helped to unleash.
U.S. position*
The blockade of the Gulf of Aqaba had resulted in tremendous
pressures being applied on the U.S. government by pro-Israeli
•** These included, according to authoritative accounts, 2,500 tanks
(about 1,400 of them going to Egypt), 250 assault guns, 130 field guns,
950 mortars and howitzers, 2,000 armoured and unarmoured personnel
carriers, 200 bombers and 700 fighters. A large volume of this aid went
to Egypt and Syria.
43 However, it has been contended by some observers that the Soviet
Union was "almost certajn that the United States would prevail over Israel
to accept the blockade". For the Russians, "it was inconceivable that the
United States, deeply involved in Vietnam, would plunge into a second
far-away foreign war and, because of the proximity to the Soviet Union,
risk an atomic conflagration. Benjamin Shwadran, "Soviet Posture in tbe
Middle East", Current Histon, vol. 53, December, 1967, p. 332.
102

